Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.059; wR factor = 0.188; data-to-parameter ratio = 21.4.
In the title compound C 33 H 30 S 6 , the three pendant methylene benzodithioate groups lie to one side of the central benzene ring in a cis-cis-cis 'tripod' arrangement. The dihedral angles between the central benzene ring and the three pendant rings are 72.54 (4), 89.68 (4) and 86.74 (4) . In the crystal structure, one of the benzene rings is disordered over two orientations in a 0.559 (13):0.441 (13) ratio. supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) with atoms represented as 30% probability ellipsoids. 
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Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes)
are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes. 
